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Contemporary Christian Music History - 1969 
 
If you were around in 1969, what was the Lord doing in your life? 
  
After 147 years, the last issue of the Saturday Evening Post was published.  In January, 
Richard Nixon succeeds Lyndon Johnson as President of the United States.  The Beatles 
last public performance took place on the roof of Apple Records.  Major League baseball 
player Mickey Mantle announced his retirement.  After CBS canceled the program, the 
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour was broadcast in June of 1969.  Woodstock took place 
in A ugust of that year in upstate N ew  Y ork.  T he children’s program  S esam e S treet 
premiered that year.  The Jackson 5 released their debut album in December.  Some of 
the popular songs from 1969 included: The Boxer by Simon & Garfunkel, Aquarius by 
Fifth Dimension, Proud Mary by CCR and Pinball Wizard by The Who. 
 
And in contemporary Christian music, David and the Giants formed as a rock group in 
1969.  John F ischer w as an influential songw riter during the late 1960’s Jesus Movement.  
He began recording in 1969.  Larnelle Harris, well known for many hits and duets with 
Sandi Patty also well known for his 1985 hit “H ow  E xcellent Is T hy N am e” graduated 
from  W estern K entucky U niversity in ’69.  L arry N orm an had turned dow n the lead role 
in the B roadw ay m usical “H air” and in 1969 he recorded contem porary C hristian m usic’s 
first album  “U pon T his R ock”.  T im e M agazine described him  as “Jesus M ovem ent’s 
P oet L aureate”.  John M ichael T albot joined the country rock band M ason P roffit that 
was started by him and his brother Terry.  Danny Taylor was a form of spokesman for the 
early Jesus M ovem ent scene as a colum nist for “H arm ony M agazine”.  1969 is the year 
that Danny began recording. 
   
I hope this brought back some memories for you.  It is encouraging to look back, 
remember where we were then and see the hand of God in our lives.  This has been a 
brief look at the year 1969 in the history of contemporary Christian music. 


